
Valeria L Hunter 

GSLIS Reflective Essay 

16 March 2015 

 

 

Reflection: Lifelong learning 

and new credentials add to 

your marketability. 

Reflections on my GSLIS Experience 

based on the blog by Valeria L Hunter 

Am I a GSLIS Student?         January 15, 2012 

 I began the GSLIS program at Dominican University in the spring semester, 2012.  I anticipated graduation 

during the May 2014 commencement.  This blog was designed to become the 

space for my electronic portfolio and support the graduation requirement for 

the Masters of Library and Information Science, with Certificate in Knowledge Management (KM). It evolved to 

become the outlet for my reflections on attending university after being out of the environment for more than 20 

years. 

 Acclimating myself to the environment before classes start, I visited campus. Wandering the library and the 

faculty office area, I saw my advisor’s office. As I passed by I noticed he’s there – at night no less. I walked past his 

office. I turned around and walk back. Uh oh – he might think I’m a stalker, what to do? Did I need an appointment? 

What if I completely embarrassed myself? Deep breath… tap on the door frame, “Hi, I’m Valeria Hunter! I’m 

beginning the program and you’re my advisor. I just wanted to introduce myself…” 

Slow and steady wins the race       September 1, 2012 

 What exactly was I thinking to start this? On a cold January evening in 2012 I found myself sitting on the 

wrong side of a desk in a classroom and I felt invigorated! LIS701: Intro to Library and Information Science gave 

me a comprehensive view of the discipline; I have a new appreciation for the responsibility librarians have to 

safeguard and supply the customer’s desire for information. As I studied the Intellectual Freedom Manual, I 

prepared myself to carry the banner of providing all information for anyone, and let information steer the discourse. 

After two semesters I was ready to try two classes as once. Full disclosure, I needed to take LIS 880: Knowledge 

Management to satisfy my employer - online learning, here I come. 

 

 

http://huntvale.info/blog
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Reflection: Librarians 

represent every variety of 

subject discipline, and are 

connected by the 

interdisciplinary desire to 

share our subject body of 

knowledge. 

 

Reflection: Why rush through 

the education process? Take 

the right coursework, get 

involved with organizations, 

network, and learn both inside 

and outside the classroom. 

 

One year complete, I’m still here!       January 5, 2013 

 One year later; I completed four classes and enrolled in two classes 

that upon completion marked the half-way point on this journey. Guess what?! 

I still loved it. This time I appreciated learning for the sake of learning. I’m 

less interested in the grade I receive (although I still want to receive an A), and 

I’m more concerned with receiving the content presented. I know the value of 

networking with faculty, staff, and fellow students. There is also a difference in this educational experience and my 

other subject specific degrees. Different from my engineering and business degrees, the LIS is interdisciplinary. We 

represent every variety of subject discipline, and are connected by the desire to share our different subject areas 

body of knowledge. I found myself in librarianship as a Knowledge Manager: I connect people with knowledge for 

continuous improvement in the business entity.  

You get out what you put in       October 13, 2013 

 May [2014] graduation was a pipe dream. Taking two courses per semester was quite enough, and it’s 

important to take the courses that apply to me. I became comfortable with the myriad options of online course 

management systems (CMS). With myDU, Blackboard, Edmodo and Canvas 

on the way, learning CMS was an education. I learned about Slideshare, and 

had synchronous meetings using Skype and Google Hangouts. We contributed 

to shared content in a Google Doc. We shared content with Dropbox and 

SkyDrive (OneDrive). Working full-time in Naperville, if it weren’t for online classes – I could barely manage one 

course per semester, but the lack of communication and collaboration tools was not a barrier.  

 I got involved on campus. I attended the Library and Information Science Student Association (LISSA) 

Readers Advisory Book Club – and learn from each session, whether I can contribute or not. I became the volunteer 

LISSA Vice President. I used several vacation days to attend the American Library Association (ALA) annual 

conference. I may not remember all the workshops I attended, but I have kept in contact with new friends and 

colleagues. 

http://ala13.ala.org/highlights
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Reflection: I can clearly see 

the importance of properly 

organizing information, 

efficiently finding and 

analyzing competitive 

information, and research 

related to high risk technology 

development programs that I 

encounter. 

 

Reflection: Library 

professionals retrieve 

information wherever it exists 

and far beyond the physical 

walls of a warehouse for books. 

 

Reflection: I have a career 

anchor providing information 

services and it is respected by 

my colleagues in the 

information science discipline. 

 I was excited to know more of the intricacies of information on the Internet. For example, during spring 

2013 I learned enough HTML and CSS to design a decent looking website on my own registered domain. Not one to 

prepare content only for course purposes, I used an opportunity in LIS 753: 

Fundamentals of Web Design to create a multi-page website on Knowledge 

Management and Organizational Learning. In the fall I created a Wordpress 

site for LIS 750: Information Storage and Retrieval. I had no idea the open web academic search capabilities of 

Google Scholar and MS Academic Search. I never heard of Web of Science, a premier academic database tool that 

helped me dig deep into academic research topics, perform citation analysis, and became my favorite resource.  

Is the KM Certificate still important?      December 8, 2013 

 Winding down the fall 2013 semester, I realized I have just three classes to complete my MLIS. One of 

those classes will be a requirement for the KM Certificate (LIS 754: Systems Analysis & Design during spring 

2014). The KM Certificate was the reason I enrolled, and completing it is a professional requirement. Personally, I 

was finding non-corporate environments compelling. 

 As a mature student I wanted each course to add value. I didn’t enroll 

to mark an educational milestone or rise through the ranks at my current place 

of employment. Many of my work colleagues can’t even see the connection to 

my career anchor as an engineer focused on business development and major 

construction project management. And yet, I see so clearly the importance of properly organizing information for 

the project teams, for efficiently finding and analyzing competitive information while taking decisions on new 

business development activities, and researching everything related to high risk technology development programs. 

I have an alternative LIS career       January 29, 2014 

 Students and alumnae of Dominican’s Graduate School of Library and 

Information Science were invited to attend the annual career day event. I am 

pleased I was an invited panelist on the theme of alternative career paths for 

the MLIS graduate. The agenda remains online at the GSLIS website.  

http://www.huntvale.info/LIS753/website/
http://www.huntvale.info/LIS753/website/
http://lis750.wordpress.com/
http://scholar.google.com/
http://academic.research.microsoft.com/
http://gslis.dom.edu/newsevents/gslis-career-day
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Reflection: Facilitating 

instruction and offering 

content feels comfortable and 

is similar to my experience 

leading a KM Community of 

Practice. 

That pesky final coursework       April 3, 2014 

Registration opened and reality struck when the first screen screamed at me – WHAT IS YOUR 

GRADUATION INTENTION? HA, I had no graduation intention, but that wasn’t one of the choices. The reality 

was I had only two more courses to complete my degree. I even “forgot” to register first thing in the morning. Was 

there really no rush to get into my last classes? Was I serious when I decided to sit out the summer semester, the first 

open semester since I started? How would I stretch two classes into 

three semesters? I vowed to enjoy the summer, contemplate my 

future, and plan my graduate school exit and encore career. I would 

start by reading Life Reimagined. It was written to give the reader 

permission to contemplate a life reinvention. The next step would 

be to design my reimaged, purpose-filled life based on The Encore 

Career Handbook. I learned about encore careers during a session 

at the 2013 ALA Annual Conference. I promised Marci Alboher to share my journey when I found my first encore 

role.  

I was proud to be awarded the 2014 Helen Cohen Outstanding Student. The GSLIS Honors and Awards 

Committee selects the student to receive this award based on a combination of academic excellence, caritas & 

veritas, commitment to the profession, service orientation, intellectual curiosity, and collaborative spirit. I was 

grateful to be recognized and accepted by the Committee in this discipline that I adopted as my own - even if I 

continued to stumble when asked, “What kind of librarian are you?” 

Facilitating Technology Literacy Workshops     Late Spring/Fall 2014 

The Dominican University LISSA Technology Boot Camp pilot program was held late in the spring. I am 

pleased to have been on the team that brainstormed the content, organized 

content into a two track system, and facilitated delivery of the eight sessions on 

April 12, 2014. My sessions, in the professional track, were 

“ineedawebsite.what?” and “Just Google It!” Attendance was good for the end of the semester - we even had a staff 
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Reflection: I love to see 

students have their “aha” 

moments in instruction 

sessions. I’d teach components 

of information literacy in a 

heartbeat. I’ve found my 

encore – it’s not traditional 

Knowledge Management. 

member from the Brookfield Public Library participate. The pilot formed the template for future iterations of a 

technology related boot camp during fall semesters focused on enabling technology success for incoming GSLIS 

students. The fall 2014 program was held September 20, 2014. During the second delivery I updated the webhosting 

seminar to include selecting a host as well as other tips and considerations when creating your professional presence 

on the web. 

Facilitating an Information Literacy Workshop     November 15, 2014 

 “How can I convince my students to use library resources rather than simply using Google for their 

research assignment?” As I sat in an Information Literacy instruction session on Google products taught by one of 

the librarians I heard a faculty member participant utter those words. It was a classic question. Why bother with 

library resources when Google knows everything?  

 Luckily I was also enrolled in LIS 740, Advanced Reference and had a significantly biased response. As it 

happens, my next class assignment was an information literacy lesson plan and 

one-shot session with an active learning component. Could I combine my 

assignment with this faculty member’s needs? Did I dare? Would my professor 

be amenable to my adjusting the assignment to fit both goals? I would never 

shy away from such an opportunity – so I dove right in. I engaged in 

discussion with this instructor providing reasons that I believed would resonate with her students. I offered to teach a 

library instruction and information literacy session using techniques from my course.  

 The students were engaged and asked lots of questions. I learned quite a bit about what can actually be 

taught within the confines of a 2 hour one-shot workshop.  

 Remembering the original question (why should students 

preparing research papers use scholarly resources versus simply 

searching the open Internet using Google) my response is, “to gain 

experience and acquire discernment.” Lifelong learners won’t 
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Reflection: Somehow that 

Certificate doesn’t seem as 

important as it was in 2011 

when I was looking for a KM 

program for professional 

development. 

always have fully vetted databases of scholarly materials accessible to them. However, university experience using 

authoritative, current, objective resources helps the student discern these attributes in the open web. Much of the 

credibility evaluation has been done for the student when using library resources, especially when the student 

restricts an electronic literature search to scholarly, peer-reviewed materials. I can’t say enough about using the local 

librarian to help; really, it’s why they are there. Although dated, I recommended Jim Kapoun’s criteria in College & 

Research Libraries News. I also loved the Johns Hopkins University Library Subject Guide on evaluating internet 

resources.  

Redirection          December 15, 2014 

 I have a single class remaining to complete the MSLIS at Dominican 

University. Somehow that KM Certificate doesn’t seem as important as it was 

in 2011. Although the fall 2014 course didn’t cover the subject content I 

expected, the information literacy one-shot session to the research class at the 

university was special. I realize I loved assisting the information needs of enthusiastic students and I’ve opened my 

eyes to the potential of an academic second life.  

Continuing to explore, I networked my way into a site visit at the Schaumburg Public Library District to 

learn more about their business reference and business community engagement services. This visit opened my eyes 

to a completely new area of specialization in the public sector. I was invited to network with the Chicagoland 

Business Interest Group at their February meeting in the Skokie Public Library business center. I started to volunteer 

as a Technology Tutor in the Indian Prairie Public Library. 

Back to the Future        January 8, 2015 

 My job was eliminated this week. 

 

 

http://guides.library.jhu.edu/content.php?pid=198142&sid=1657518
http://guides.library.jhu.edu/content.php?pid=198142&sid=1657518
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Final Reflection: Sometimes 

the windows open before doors 

close. I will embrace the cross 

breeze. 

Reflection: Uncertainty is 

unsettling, and new is exciting. 

Take Inventory         January 30, 2015 

 After nearly seventeen years at the company, in three different business units, the current price of oil 

economics just couldn’t support my role. Interesting situation since the wider economy seems to be moving in a 

positive direction. However, when oil prices are reduced by half and gasoline is under $2 per gallon, you ask how 

much will be cut, not whether there will be a cut. Sigh. Okay. 

 Let’s take inventory. The Encore Career Handbook (that I didn’t complete) has moved to the top of my 

stack. I look at a variety of job postings with renewed interest. I’m graduating May 10 and my last day at work is 

expected to be May 16. Can I find something wrong with this picture? 

Nope!  Well…to be honest, uncertainty is unsettling, and new is exciting! 

 This week a management consulting firm found my LinkedIn profile and asked to share my knowledge 

management experience for their work with a federal government contract. Someone I met at a networking event 

two years ago phoned me asking if I had thought more about creating a knowledge management consultancy. I was 

nominated to the 2015 Board of Directors at KMChicago. The editor of Information Outlook, the Special Library 

Association magazine emailed to ask if I would write a guest piece for the new #SLAChat column in the 

March/April 2015 issue. New IS exciting! 

 In my copious free time I enrolled in a three-week eCourse offered by ALA Editions entitled, “Teaching 

Information Literacy to College Students“. My main interest was access to the eBook. But learning directly from the 

author, and the other librarians taking the course was enlightening. After my 

foray into bibliographic instruction that included a taste of information literacy, 

I wanted more techniques. 

 As would be fitting, my last course is LIS 793: Demonstrating Value: Approaches and Strategies. We focus 

on assessment and evaluation of library programs, services, and library operations. It feels rather fitting for a course 

in evaluation to be my last course in the program 

 Closing this reflection of the last four years, I no longer have my original corporate obligation and singular 

mission. Artifacts included in the electronic portfolio represent a freedom to consider my original KM objective and 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/huntervaleria
http://www.alaeditions.org/
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=3346
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=3346
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to include alternate options. Artifacts from early in my program focus on corporate knowledge, records, and 

information management; later documents include the variety of competencies also applicable to academic libraries. 


